
Biennale Arte 2022 Young Artists Competition Brief

Biennale Arte 2022
The Biennale Arte is an international art exhibition that is held in the Italian city of Venice every two 
years. Often referred to as ‘the Olympics of the art world’, the Biennale Arte is one of the most 
celebrated events on the international art calendar. South Africa will be among the approximately 
ninety countries hosting national exhibition stands for Biennale Arte 2022, which will be held from 
23 April to 27 November. The theme chosen for Biennale Arte 2022 is ‘The Milk of Dreams’. This 
theme focuses on the richness of artistic expression that can be unlocked when the artist delves 
into the alternative realm of fantasy and imagination. 

mzansiart@Venice Competition
Each Biennale Arte generates tremendous excitement around the arts world, inspiring millions to 
express themselves creatively. As part of the activities around Biennale Arte 2022, the organisers 
of the South African national exhibition stand are launching a youth arts competition titled 
mzansiart@Venice. The competition enables young artists across South Africa to actively 
participate in the artistic buzz around the event, by creating their own artworks. There are great 
prizes to be won and winning entries may also be exhibited at the South African national exhibition 
stand in Venice during Biennale Arte 2022.

The goal of the competition is to unlock the creative talents of our youth artists and inspire all 
young people around the country to express themselves creatively. The competition also aims to 
raise awareness of the arts as a viable career choice in creating jobs. Finally, the competition 
hopes to motivate corporate donors and individual patrons to fund and support the arts. Through 
this, the arts can achieve its full potential in contributing to the national economy. 

Who can enter?
The competition is open to any learner who is currently enrolled at a school in South Africa. 
Primary and secondary schools are all eligible, as are informal places of learning such as farm 
schools. Learners who are being home-schooled may also enter. The competition is not open to 
students enrolled at universities or any other tertiary educational institution.

Artistic brief - ‘The Milk of Dreams’
The competition will focus on the same theme as Biennale Arte 2022: ‘The Milk of Dreams’. It is 
about the richness of creative expression that is unlocked when the artist steps into the realm of 
fantasy and imagination. 

We all spend time in two different worlds. One is the real physical world of our daily reality, where 
we interact with family, friends and people in our community. The other is the private world of our 
imagination and fantasy. This world exists entirely in our minds. We can create and shape this 
world to be what we want it to be. Who we are, and what we feel and experience in our imaginary 
world, often says a lot about who we are in our real-world lives. It is a way to express our deepest 
wishes, hopes, fears, dreams. 

Your artwork should open your imaginary world to us, so that we can understand who you are in 
this fantasy realm, what you see and experience there, how it makes you feel and think. Only you 
know this because it’s your imaginary world in your mind. We want you to share it with us, with 
South Africa and – if you are a competition winner – with the world.  

Artistic format
You can create your artwork using drawing/sketching, painting or photography. If you are more 
creative with words than images, you can even use poetry. Feel free to mix these forms if you like, 
such as a poem illustrated by a sketch, or a collage combining painting and photographs. We need
to ship the final artworks (or photographs of the artworks) to Venice for display. So unfortunately 
we cannot accept sculpture or live performance art such as singing, dancing, theatre, music or 
mime.
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Prizes
There are three prizes on offer for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places respectively.

1st prize:
 R5,000 cash for the artist
 R15,000 worth of art supplies for the school at which the artist is enrolled.
 The artist will spend a day with Roger Ballen (one of the artists featured at the SA stand in 

Venice) at his photographic studio in Johannesburg. The winner will be transported to and 
accommodated in Johannesburg at the organisers’ cost.

2nd prize:
 R3,000 cash for the artist
 R10,000 worth of art supplies for the school at which the artist is enrolled.

3rd prize:
 R2,000 cash for the artist
 R8,000 worth of art supplies for the school at which the artist is enrolled.

In addition to the prizes listed above, winning entries may be exhibited at the South African national
exhibition stand in Venice for the duration of Biennale Arte 2022. However, this is not guaranteed 
and the organisers reserve the right to make changes in this regard.

How to enter
Entry is by email. You can email your entries to mzansiart@artsa-venicebiennale.org

The email entry must contain the following:
 Your name
 Email address and phone number where we can contact you
 The name of your school
 The province where you live
 Your teacher’s name
 Phone number or email address where we can contact your teacher or school
 A short paragraph (maximum 250 words) telling us about your artwork and what it means to

you. This can either be in English or your mother tongue.
 A short paragraph (maximum 250 words) telling us how you would use the competition 

prize to either help you turn your artistic passion into your career, or promote the arts in 
your school and/or community. This can either be in English or your mother tongue.

 An image of your artwork attached to the email. We will accept all standard image formats 
such as jpeg or Adobe pdf. While we will accept low resolution cell phone images, it is in 
your interests to make your image as clear and high resolution as possible so that the 
judges can readily see the detail and effort that went into your artwork. Please do not add 
your name or signature to your artwork, as this helps to ensure that our competition judges 
are impartial.

We have provided a competition entry form which you can download at:
https://www.artsa-venicebiennale.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Young-artists-competition-entry-
form.pdf

Download and print out the form, complete it by hand, scan it and attach it to your email along with 
the image of your artwork. You will need to sign the form as well. If you are under 16, your teacher 
or legal guardian will also need to sign the form.
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Competition dates
Entries open at 08h00 on Monday 21 February and close at midnight on Thursday 30 June. Please
ensure that you email your entries timeously as the organisers will not be held responsible for 
delays in email delivery and will not consider any entries received after the closing time and date.

Judging criteria
Artistic merit is the only criterion that the judges will be considering. Blind judging will be 
implemented in which the judges only see the images attached to each entry. The names or 
personal details of entrants will not be disclosed to the judges.

General Terms and Conditions
 The judges’ decisions are final and no discussion will be entered into.
 The organisers are not liable for and will not reimburse any costs (art materials, cell phone 

data, etc.) associated with entering the competition.
 For artworks selected for display in Venice, the artist must provide the original artwork to 

our appointed courier for delivery to Johannesburg. Courier costs will be paid by the 
organisers.

 Winning entrants agree to make themselves available for telephonic interviews after they 
have been announced as winners.

 Winning entrants agree to either provide an acceptable digital portrait photograph of 
themselves for the purposes of publicising the competition results, or to make themselves 
available for a photographic shoot at their school or home, and at the organisers’ cost.

 By entering, competition entrants grant permission to the competition organisers and their 
appointed agents to use submitted artworks (or images thereof), portrait images and 
personal interview statements, for exhibition, information and/or marketing purposes for the 
duration of Biennale Arte 2022, and for a further period of 36 (thirty-six) months thereafter.

Enquiries
If you require further clarification of competition details, please contact:

Amanda Ballen

Email: mzansiart@artsa-venicebiennale.org

South Africa’s participation at Biennale Arte 2022 is sponsored by the Department of Sport, Arts 

and Culture.
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